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SUBJECT: SIXTH DAY OP KC DRY SEASON OFPENSIVE 

REF: PHNOM PENH 0252 

1. SUMMARY. HEAVY LIGHTING CONTINUED IN THE 7TH DIVISION 
AREA NORTH OP PHNOM PENH, BUT FANK POSITIONS THERE ARE 
HOLDING. THE ENEMY PIRED A LARGE NUMBER OP ROCKETS 
AGAINST POCHENTONG AIRBASE, CAUSING NO DAMAGE. THE SITUATION 
ALONG ROUTE 1 AND THE MEKONG SOUTH OP PHNOM PENH CONTINUES 
TO BE OP CONCERN AS ANOTHER FRIENDLY NAVAL EIRE SUPPORT 
BASE FELL. OVERALL, THE MILITARY SITUATION REMAINS 
MANAGEABLE, BUT SEVERAL PROBLEM AREAS COULD DEVELOP IP THE 
KC CAN SUSTAIN THEIR OPPENSIVE. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE 7TH DIVISION'S BASE CAMP REMAINS ENCIRCLED AS 
PANK REINFORCEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO LINK UP YET. 

THE ENEMY IS WELL DUG IN, DIVISION POSITIONS ARE TAKING 
HEAVY EIRE, BUT ARE HOLDING. THE ROAD INTO THE DIVISION 
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LOGISTICS CAMP IS PASSABLE BUT TENUOUS. ESTIMATES OP 
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REFUGEES CREATED IN THIS AREAS AS A RESULT OE THE 
LIGHTING NOW GO AS HIGH AS 20,000, XDOT GKR AND VOLUNTARY 
AGENCY OEEICIALS ARE ON THE SCENE AND PROVIDING ASSISTANCE. 

3. THE SITUATION ON THE MEKONG'S EAST BANK OPPOSITE 
PHNOM PENH AND ALONG ROUTE 61 TO THE NORTHEAST REMAINED 
BASICALLY UNCHANGED. SIX ROCKETS WERE REPORTED IMPACTING 
IN THE RIVER ON THE MORNING OE JAN6. 

4. ANOTHER ERIENDLY NAVAL EIRE SUPPORT BASE ON THE LOWER 
MEKONG FELL TO THE ENEMY ON JAN 6. CASUALTIES ARE UNKNOWN. 
ROUTE I PARALLELING THE RIVER REMAINS CUT BY THE KC AND 
THE MORALE OE THE LANK 36TH BRIGADE IN THAT AREA IS LOW. 
HOWEVER, A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OE SOLDIERS OE ONE OE THE 
BRIGADE'S BATTALIONS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED AS DESTROYED 
(SEE REETEL) HAVE NOW REPORTEDLY MANAGED TO MAKE THER 
WAY BACK TO FRIENDLY TERRIROTY. 

5. THE KC, DURING THE EARLY MORNING HOURS OE JAN 6, FIRED 
BETWEEN TWENTY-EIVE TO FORTY I07MM ROCKETS AGAINST 
POCHENTONG AIRFIELD, ALL OE WHICH EELL SHORT, CAUSING NO 
DAMAGE. SINCE JAN 3, THE MAIN FANK AMMUNITION DEPOT 

IN THE SAME GENERAL AREA HAS RECEIVED ABOUT 10 ROUNDS 
OE ROCKET FIRE, ALSO WITHOUT CAUSING DAMAGE. IN THE 
3RD DIVISION AREA SOUTHWEST OE THE CAPITAL, HEAVY 
ENEMY CASUALTIES HAVE BEEN REPORTED, PARTICULARLY AS 
A RESULT OF AN ARMORED CAR SWEEP OPERATION RESULTING IN 
OVER 200 KILLED IN GROUND ACTION AND THROUGH SUPPORTING 
AIR STRIKES. 

6. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH EANK IS ACQUITING ITSELE BY AND 
LARGE IN CREDITABLE FASHION, AND THE SITUATION FOR 
THE MOMENT IS NOT CRITICAL, WE WISH TO ELAG SEVERAL 
POTENTIAL PROBLEM AREAS WHICH COULD ARISE AS THE KC 
DEFENSIVE RUNS ITS COURSE. (A) THERE ARE, WE BELIEVE, 
SUBSTANTIAL NUMBERS OF KC TROOPS THAT HAVE NOT YET BEEN 
COMMITTED. FANK IS STRETCHED THIN, AND THE PRESENT 
MANAGEABLE SITUATION AROUND THE CAPITAL COULD CHANGE IE 
THESE ADDITIONAL ENEMY FORCES ENTER THE FRAY, ALTERNATIVELY, 
SHOULD THESE TROOPS BE DIRECTED AGAINST ONR OR MORE 
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PROVINCIAL CAPITALS, TANK'S ABILITY TO REDEPLOY ITS TROOPS, 

TO DATE QUITE EFEECTIVE, COULD BE SEVERELY TAXED. TO 
COUNTERBALANCE THIS, WE BELIEVE THE ENEMY HAS BEEN HURT 
BADLY SINCE JANUARY I, ALTHOUGH WE ARE UNABLE AS YET TO 
QUANTIFY HIS LOSSES. (B) THE LOWER MEKONG CANNOT NOW 
BE USED BY CONVOYS COMING TO PHNOM PENH FROM SOUTH 
VIETNAM WITHOUT SERIOUS RISK. ALTHOUGH STOCKS OE 
AMMUNITION, POL AND RICE IN PHNOM PENH ARE NOW AT 
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ACCEPTABLE LEVELS AND THERE IS NO IMMEDIATE CRISIS, 

SHOULD EANK REMAIN TIED DOWN AROUND PHNOM PENH AND THUS 
UNABLE TO CLEAR THE MEKONG, SOME CRITICAL DECISIONS MAY 
HAVE TO BE MADE CONCERNING MEANS OF RESUPPLY. (C) ALTHOUGH 
THE ENEMY HAS SUSTAINED HEAVY LOSSES, SO HAS FANK. THE 
36TH BRIGADE ON ROUTE I, WHICH HAS SOME 300 MEN LISTED 
AS EITHER KILLED OR MISSING, IS THE MOST DRAMATIC 
EXAMPLE. BUT LOSSES ELSEWHERE ARE HEAVY AS WELL. THUS 
THE PROBLEM OF FANK'S STAYING POWER MAY COME INTO QUESTION. 

WE BELIEVE THE KC CANNOT KEEP UP THEIR PRESENT PACE FOR 
LONG, BUT ONLY TIME WILL TELL. 

DEAN 
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